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California Community Colleges Launches New Campaign  
Focused on Career Education Program Offerings  

New effort promotes “learning by exploring, collaborating, and doing” in more than 200 areas of study 
 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. –The California Community Colleges today launched a new campaign aimed at 
prospective students, both high school students and adults who want to gain new skills, as well as 
parents, counselors, employers, and other stakeholders to promote the benefits of California 
Community Colleges Career Education as an affordable, accessible pathway to a rewarding career. 

The launch event, held today at the State Capitol in Sacramento, included a press conference featuring 
state policymakers, higher education leaders including Eloy Ortiz Oakley, California Community Colleges 
chancellor; Van Ton-Quinlivan, California Community Colleges vice chancellor of workforce and 
economic development Division; Jim Mayer, president and CEO of California Forward; employers, Career 
Education graduates and current students; as well as hands-on exhibits featuring a sampling of 
technology demonstrations affiliated with today’s Career Education programs including Advanced 
Transportation and Renewables, Public Safety, Advanced Manufacturing, Energy, Construction and 
Utilities, and Retail, Hospitality and Tourism. 

“Today the California Community Colleges launched an important effort to let all Californians know 
about the robust Career Education programs we offer,” said Oakley. “Our Career Education programs 
are the smartest, most affordable and accessible way for Californians to acquire the hands-on, high-
quality skills they need to enter exciting, new and good-paying career fields – and to pursue the 
California Dream. Our system is one of inclusion and opportunity, and we’d like everyone to know about 
all we have to offer.” 

The campaign includes paid advertising for use via social and traditional media (in English and Spanish1), 
public relations efforts, multicultural outreach, local outreach events, online videos, and employer and 
stakeholder engagement. The campaign is broad-based, and will be rolled-out in coordination with 
California community college campuses, employers and businesses. 

- more     - 

                                                 
1 Spanish-language campaign materials are forthcoming. 
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Although California is experiencing impressive economic growth, there is a widening gap between what 
employers need to continue that growth and what the state’s labor pool currently offers. The California 
Community Colleges launched this campaign because Career Education programs and apprenticeships 
provide important pathways for adults to boost their skills and for high school students to learn new 
skills for rewarding careers.   
 
“Both adults and high school students hesitate to pursue higher education to gain new skills and refresh 
existing ones because they worry about student debt,” said Van Ton-Quinlivan, Vice Chancellor of 
Workforce and Economic Development at the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office. 
“Career education offers a great pathway to increase earnings and make a living wage without that type 
of debt burden.” 
 
The California Community Colleges offer more than 200 Career Education programs in fields such as 
advanced manufacturing, information and communication technologies/digital media, health, global 
trade and logistics, life sciences/biotech, agriculture, water/environment technologies and many more.  
 
The median salary of a worker with an associate degree in a vocational career is $66,600 five years after 
completion (as compared to $38,500 for those with non-vocational associate degrees).2 According to the 
California Community Colleges Salary Surfer website (cccco.salarysurfer.edu), graduates with an 
Aeronautical and Aviation Technology degree could earn an annual salary of $76,187 five years after 
graduation; Biotechnology and Biomedical Technology graduates could earn $59,603, and a Water and 
Wastewater Technology degree could earn $77,973.  
 
With 114 campuses across the state serving 2.1 million students per year, the California Community 
Colleges is the largest provider of workforce training in the nation. Career Education programs are 
developed in partnership with local industries and taught by instructors with direct work experience. 
 
“Career Education is one of those hidden gems of our public education system here in California that 
needs greater awareness,” said Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva, Chair of the Jobs, Economic 
Development, and the Economy Committee. “We’re here today to encourage Californians to look at the 
amazing and affordable job training programs offered by their local community colleges. Our economy is 
constantly changing and evolving, and Career Education programs help Californians of all ages learn 
new, needed skills to enter today’s and tomorrow’s exciting career fields.”  
 
Financial aid is also available for Career Education programs. Financial aid options include grants, 
scholarships, fee waivers, work study programs and more. 

- more     - 

                                                 
2 http://www.caeconomy.org/reporting/entry/making-the-grade-career-technical-education-and-the-
california-economy 
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The promotional campaign is an output of the Strong Workforce Program, a $200 million recurring investment 
made by Governor Jerry Brown and the California legislature to create one million more middle-skilled workers, 
thereby producing a job-ready workforce for employers and enabling social mobility for more Californians. 
 
For more information on the California Community Colleges Career Education programs, visit 
CaliforniaCareerEducation.com. To apply visit CCCApply.org. For financial aid visit 
icanaffordcollege.com. 
 
To access the video news release providing coverage of today’s launch event please visit 
http://bit.ly/2uGtfz4 or click here and enter user name (case sensitive) careered and Password (case 
sensitive) college 
 
To view the campaign videos, visit http://careered.cccco.edu/video-library/  
 
Follow California Community Colleges on Social Media:  
Facebook.com/CACommColleges 
Twitter.com/CalCommColleges  
Twitter.com/WorkforceVan 
 
The California Community Colleges, the largest provider of workforce training in the nation, offers Career Education 
programs at 114 community colleges across the state. With more than 200 programs taught by instructors and professionals 
in their field of study, Career Education programs allow students to learn by exploring, collaborating and doing with hands-on 
training and skills for the jobs of today and the future. The colleges also provide basic skills education in English and math, 
and prepare students for transfer to four-year institutions. To learn more, please visit CaliforniaCareerEducation.com.  Visit 
doingwhamatters.cccco.edu for information on the system’s workforce initiative. 
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